SCENE SAMPLES: Sherl ock: The Ransgate Puzzle
Based on Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's 'The Reigate Puzzle’

By

Mel ani e Abr anms



I NT. JOHN S HOUSE/ KI TCHEN - MORNI NG

JOHN WATSON and hugely pregnant wi fe MARY WATSON sit at the
kitchen table over tea and toast. Mary reads a paper, John
reads a letter.

MARY
Heard about these burglaries
recently? Really odd, they're only
taking balls of yarn-

JOHN
(i gnoring her)

MARY
VWhat is it?

JOHN
My ol d acquai nt ance Col onel Hayter
- Ben - uh, he’s invited nme down to
hi s beach house in Ransgate.

MARY
Oh. Sounds |ike a nice getaway. You
shoul d go.
John shrugs.
JOHN

Wasn't ever really that close with
him Seenms a little out of the
bl ue.

They chew. Sip. Read.

MARY
How s Sherl ock doing? Still going
off his rocker being stuck at hone
all day?

JOHN
Haven’'t had any m ddl e- of -t he- ni ght
rings fromMs. Hudson so |’'d say
he’ s probably stable.

John’ s cell phone rings.

JOHN
... mybe. (into phone) Hell o0?

| NTERCUT phone call with a very worried MRS. HUDSON - BAKER
STREET/ STAI RS

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

MRS. HUDSON
John? John you - you'd better cone
quick. He's ill.

I NT. 221B BAKER STREET BUI LDl NG

Baml A frazzled Ms. Hudson throws the front door open,
l[etting in John.

JOHN
VWhere is he?

MRS. HUDSON
In his chair-

John wal ks past her into -

| NT. 221B/ LI VI NG ROOM

-the living room where SHERLOCK HOLMES is slunped in his
chair. Wearing pajamas and his silk dressing gown, staring
norosely ahead, still as a corpse. A breakfast tray of

unt ouched food beside him Ms. Hudson appears in the
doorway behi nd John.

MRS. HUDSON
(whi speri ng)
He hasn’'t eaten. Wn't sleep or
speak. He's just been in that chair
for days. |I’ve been afraid to go
near him

Sl ow y, John approaches Sherl ock and kneel s down next to the
chair.

JOHN
Sher | ock?

Not hi ng.

JOHN
... Sherl ock? You alright, mate?

Not hi ng. John gl ances at M's. Hudson. She shrugs
frantically. John touches Sherl ock’s shoul der and gasps,
pul I ing his hand away.

JOHN
VWhat the -

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

He tears Sherlock’s pajama shirt open to reveal the body of
a stuffed dumy. Ms. Hudson screans. John whirls around and
stares at Ms. Hudson w de-eyed. They share a | ook that
says, "Oh shit, Sherlock."

FADE QOUT.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

After finding Sherlock at Col onel Hayter’s house, Sherl ock
clues himin on the case.

| NT. BEACHHOUSE/ LI VI NG ROOM

We track John and Sherl ock as Sherlock | eads the way down a
bright corridor to an open living room @ ass w ndows |ine
one wall overl ooking the ocean - and one is snmashed, with a
sheet taped over it. COLONEL BEN HAYTER, a handsone man of
40, sits on a couch, reading a paper. A housekeeper serves
t ea.

CCOLONEL
(standi ng)
John! My god, how great it is to
see youl!
SHERL OCK

John, you know Col onel Benjamn
Hayter, of course.

CCOLONEL
Oh, actually - it’s not Benjam n.
It s Benedict.

SHERL OCK
Ah. Your parents nmust have hated
you.

JOHN
l"msorry, I'ma little bit
confused -

SHERL OCK

There have been a coupl e break-ins
in the area. That’s why | invited
you here. Have a seat.

JOHN
(sitting on the setee)
You - you invited ne? You sent the
Colonel’s letter?

SHERL OCK
Qoviously. | couldn't invite you
mysel f, what with ny house-arrest.

COLONEL
House-arrest?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

SHERLOCK
| had a little, um argunment wth
ny brother - he nade nme prom se not
to take on any new cases-

JOHN
Yet here you are! In Ransgate! |
woul dn’t be surprised if Mcroft
helicoptered in here right now.

SHERL OCK
-but I found staying in ny flat al
day long far too suffocating.

JOHN
But - how did you two -

SHERL OCK
Col onel Hayter cane to nme with a
rat her peculiar problemthat
surprisingly piqued ny selective
i nterest.

JOHN
So you...nmade a doll of yourself to
trick Mycroft and Ms. Hudson?

SHERLOCK
O course not. Mrgan did.

JOHN
Who’ s Morgan?

SHERL OCK
What ? You know her - the nousey
girl at the lab -

JOHN
Mol | y??

SHERL OCK
Ri ght, she nade a mannequi n of ne.
Pretty clever, | thought.

JOHN
Pretty - pretty insane, Sherl ock!

SHERL OCK

Speaki ng of insane, the Col onel
here has read your bl og.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

JOHN
h? Well - it’s just a hobby -

COLONEL
| insisted upon having you on the
case, John. You're an old friend, a
mlitary man - | trust you
Plus...this one in particular
shoul d be docunent ed.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

Col onel Hayter regal es young and eager |nspector Forrest,
Sherl ock and John with the details of the night in question.

| NT. BEACHHOUSE/ DI NI NG ROOM

The nmen sit around the table. Inspector Forrest takes notes
i ke an overeager school boy. Sherlock |eans back in his
chair, eyes cl osed.

COLONEL
| was up in ny roomreading fairly
late, as | normally do. My wife was
still out at her bridge gane. It
was an exceptionally hot evening,
so | had the wi ndow open to try to
catch an ocean breeze. | heard sone
rustling and glanced up to see a
dark figure approaching the
Cunni nghanmis. | thought it mght be
their son Al ex, but he was noving
too quickly, too nervously. He
didn’t belong there. I was about to
call Bill, when another figure
approached himfromthe opposite
side of the yard. He was running.
He tried to attack the first man,
and they struggled, but the first
man shot himand left himon the

ground. | was shocked of course,
terrified - I could hardly nove -
and | watched the figure | eave him
there and run through Bill’s hedges
on the side of the yard. | called
Bill, and he called the police who
pronounced the man dead on the
scene.

| NSPECTOR

W1l liam Wan. The housekeeper’s son.

JOHN
The housekeeper’s son? What was he
doi ng there?

| NSPECTOR
He and his nother live on the
property in the guest house. | had

supposed he saw the burglar and

t hought he could stop him- until
found this in his hand. Just gets
nore curi ous.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

| nspector Forrest pulls out a plastic sandw ch bag
possessing a ripped portion of a note. Sherlock takes it.

CLOSE UP on ripped-off corner of a hand-written note. It

r eads:

"-quarter to twelve

-meet ne

-to wait."

Sherl ock reads silently for a nonent.

SHERL OCK
| m shocked.

| NSPECTOR
Why? Because it has an encrypted
code that can solve the crinme?

SHERL OCK

No. Because you’ ve proven useful.

FADE QOUT.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

After viewi ng the corpse at the norgue, Sherlock and John
di scuss its wound.

EXT. STREET

Sherl ock and John wal k briskly down the jetty toward the
beach house. They pass a display of tourist brochures -
Sher| ock grabs a few.

SHERL OCK
Didn’t you notice anything?
Anyt hi ng about that gunshot wound?

JOHN
Not hi ng out of the ordinary.

SHERL OCK
You woul dn’t. Cone on, John, see!
You re a mlitary man. That was a
small, small hole. Couldn’t have
been larger than a .17 bullet.

JOHN
So?

SHERL OCK
So that is the type of amm used in
arifle, John. Wat kind of burglar
carries around a rifle?

They wal k OC.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

Suspi ci ous of Col onel Hayter, Sherlock and John devi se a
plan to get a sanple of his handwiting.

| NT. BEACHHOUSE/ LI VI NG ROOM - MORNI NG

Sherl ock enters the living roomwhere Col onel Hayter is
overseeing the installation of a new wi ndow. Handynen
clutter the living roomand porch.

COLONEL
What a bl oody ness.

SHERL OCK
Yes, |I'’mvery sorry. | had half ny
flat blown up by a mass nurderer
once.

CCOLONEL
Vel l. Then you know how | feel.

Sherl ock spots a baseball bat on display on the
chi meypi ece.

SHERL OCK
Ah, do you play?

COLONEL
(swi ngi ng the bat down from
its display)
In ny boyhood! This is one of ny
nost prized possessions. Signed by
Danny Cox.

SHERL OCK
That’ s very Anmerican of you.

COLONEL
(1 aughi ng)
My father was Anerican. He al ways
said if | couldn’t grow up an
Anmerican, |1'd damm well play like
one.

Col onel Hayter sw ngs the bat and knocks over a | anp.

COLONEL
Qops! Dam, don’t tell Liz. She
hates this thing. 1'd better be
careful or 1'll smash that w ndow
out agai n.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

SHERL OCK
Agai n?

COLONEL
(frowns at Sherl ock, points at
Wi ndow)
Well, it has been smashed once
before. ..

SHERLOCK
Ri ght .

Sherl ock pulls one of his tourist brochures out of his
j acket pocket and waves it.

SHERL OCK
Ransgate Maritime Museum Really
pi qued ny interest.

COLONEL
Ch, yes?
SHERL OCK
Yes, |1’ve always been so, so

fascinated by mlitary weaponry.
They’ re doing a special exhibit.
Just started yesterday.

COLONEL
| know. | loaned ny rifle to them
Just took it down yesterday, in
fact.

SHERL OCK

Oh, really? So the house is unarned
with this thief on the | oose?

COLONEL
Don't worry, chap! |I’ve got a
shotgun as well. You re very safe
her e.

SHERLOCK

| don’t doubt it.
John enters.
JOHN

Sherl ock, d’you want to go grab
sonme food -

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 12.

SHERL OCK

No thank you, | don’t |ike food.
JOHN

...right then. Well, | do. So I'm

runni ng down to the pub.

SHERL OCK
Cheeri o!

John gives Sherlock a strange | ook and exits.

SHERL OCK
Colonel, I'd love to go to the
museum t oday - woul d you acconpany
me? There’s no better teacher in
Ranmsgate, |’ m sure.

COLONEL
Oh, well, uh - yes, sure, why not.
| just have to be back by twelve to

pay the window nen. |’'Il go pop on
nmy shoes.

SHERL OCK
Geat! I'll leave a note for John.
Shoul dn’t have our phones on in the
nmuseunl

Sherl ock | eans down to the coffee table and starts witing
as the Colonel exits the room A nonent as Sherlock wites,
and the Col onel returns. Sherlock heads toward the door and
opens it as the Col onel passes the note and gl ances down.

COLONEL
Oh, you’'ve put here that we'll be
back at el even

SHERL OCK
Qops - ny mstake. Wuld you m nd
changing it?
The Col onel | eans down and scri bbles, and then joins
Sherl ock as they exit the door.
| NT. BEACHHOUSE/ GUESTROOM

- where John sits on the end of the bed waiting.

SHERL OCK
Get it?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

13.

John hands himthe note Sherlock left earlier. CLOSE UP shot

of note. It reads:

John - gone to museum wi th Col onel. Back at el even.

But el even has been crossed out, and twel ve scri bbl ed above

it, by the Col onel.

Sherl ock’ s hand del ves
ri pped fragnent of the
hol ds the letters side
mat ch precisely - they

into his pocket and pulls out the
letter found in WIlliams hand. He
by side - and the words "twel ve"
are the same handwriti ng.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 14.

After cracking the case and returning to his house arrest,
Sherlock is nmet by Detective |Inspector Lestrade and his
brot her, governnent official Mycroft, who bring unexpected
news of the Sherlock’s villianous arch-nenesis, Mriarty.

I NT. 221B/ LI VI NG ROOM - MORNI NG

Sherl ock is yawning, exiting his bedroomin a robe - to find
MYCROFT and LESTRADE on the couch, the Sherl ock dunmy
between them John in a chair with a cup of coffee.

MYCROFT
Vell, well. You ve been busy.

SHERLOCK
Oh god. (to Lestrade) \What are you
doi ng here? Cone to take photos
whil e ny brother has ne arrested?

LESTRADE
Oh, if only. No, we're all here,
actual ly, about a letter that cane
to the station this norning.

SHERLOCK
And?

LESTRADE
It’s for you.

He hands him an open letter.

SHERL OCK
Did you open ny mail ?

MYCROFT
Gover nnment business. W' re all owed.
It is fromthe gentleman you had
arrested last night. It seens he
did not want his phone call - only
to send you a letter.

CLOSE-UP on the letter as Sherlock’s hands pull it out of
the envelope. It is a single thank-you card adorned with
flowers. Sherlock opens it to find nothing but the follow ng
words scrawed in famliar handwiting:

Did you mss ne?



